
Throughout history, the desire to escape prejudice 
and mistreatment has led people to relocate in 

search of a better existence. African Americans often 
joined in the westward movement in the United 
States for this reason. Laws concerning Black citi-
zenship and land ownership were not as rigid in the 
West, and with fewer people, there was naturally 
more opportunity for everyone. From mountain men 
to teachers, to businesspeople, Wyoming’s history 
has been enriched by many African Americans. Th e 
Images of Black Wyoming, curated by University of 
Wyoming student Paige Emerich with a grant from 
the U.W. President’s Advisory Council on Minorities 
and Women’s Aff airs, represent a few of the note-
worthy stories of African Americans who have been 
infl uential in the state of Wyoming. Some only stayed 
for a short while and others a lifetime. Some lived 
ordinary lives and some extraordinary ones but they 
are all part of Th e West’s diverse and unique heritage.
Size: 14 framed items (1 crate). 
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American Heritage Center

The American Heritage Center (AHC) is 
the University of Wyoming’s repository of 
manuscripts and special collections, rare 

books, and the university archives. Its collections 
focus on Wyoming and the Rocky Mountain West 
(including but not limited to politics, settlement, 
and western trails), environment and conservation, 
the mining and petroleum industries, air and rail 
transportation, the performing arts (particularly 
radio, television, fi lm, and popular music), journal-
ism, and US military history.

Students and scholars from around the globe 
use these collections for research. Th e AHC also 
sponsors a wide range of scholarly and popular pro-
grams including lectures, concerts, symposia, and 
exhibits. Housed in a landmark building shared 
with the 
University Art Museum, access to the AHC is free 

Mailing Address: 
1000 E. University Ave., Dept. 3924  

Laramie, WY  82071
Location:

2111 Willett Drive (Centennial Complex)
307.766.4114  /  307.766.5511 (FAX)

E-mail and Web Site: 
ahc@uwyo.edu (General)

ahcref@uwyo.edu (Reference Dept.)
htpp://www.uwyo.edu/ahc

Director:  Mark Greene, 307.766.2474
Associate  Director:  Rick Ewig, 307.766.6385

Traveling Exhibits:  Mary Ann Meyer,  307.766.2573

Th e American Heritage Center gratefully acknowledges the 
generous support of First National Bank of Wyoming 

for its Exhibits program.

American Heritage Center

First National Bank 
of Wyoming

Service you deserve,
Wyoming style!
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