
Throughout history, the desire to escape prejudice 
and mistreatment has led people to relocate in search 
of a better existence. African Americans often joined 
in the westward movement in the United States for 
this reason. Laws concerning Black citizenship and 
land ownership were not as rigid in the West, and 
with fewer people, there was naturally more oppor-
tunity for everyone. From mountain men to teach-
ers, to businesspeople, Wyoming’s history has been 
enriched by many African Americans. The Images of 
Black Wyoming, curated by University of Wyoming 
student Paige Emerich with a grant from the U.W. 
President’s Advisory Council on Minorities and 
Women’s Affairs, represent a few of the noteworthy 
stories of African Americans who have been influen-
tial in the state of Wyoming. Some only stayed for a 
short while and others a lifetime. Some lived ordinary 
lives and some extraordinary ones but they are all 
part of The West’s diverse and unique heritage.
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Rhone Family home, Laramie, Wyoming, ca. 1905. American Heritage 
Center.
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The American Heritage Center gratefully acknowledges the 
generous support of First National Bank of Wyoming 

for its Exhibits program.

American Heritage Center

First National Bank 
of Wyoming

Service you deserve,
Wyoming style!

The American Heritage Center (AHC) is the Uni-
versity of Wyoming’s repository of manuscripts 
collections, rare books, and the university archives. 
Many universities have primary source repositories. 
Few have repositories as extensive and significant as the 
AHC. More importantly, few universities have such 
repositories as welcoming and accessible to undergrad-
uate and graduate students. Internationally known for 
its historical collections the AHC first and foremost 
serves the students and citizens of Wyoming. The AHC 
sponsors a wide range of scholarly and popular pro-
grams including lectures, symposia, and exhibits. Not 
a dusty attic or an exclusive sanctuary, the AHC is a 
welcoming, lively, place where both experts and novices 
engage with the original sources of history. Access is free 
and open to all.

American Heritage Center
Mailing Address

Dept. 3924, 1000 E. University Avenue 
Laramie, WY  82071

Location / Contact
2111 Willett Drive (Centennial Complex)
307-766-4114   /   307-766-5511 (FAX)

ahc@uwyo.edu (General)
ahcref@uwyo.edu (Reference Dept.)

Web: http://ahc.uwyo.edu
Blog: http://ahc.uwyo.edu/blog

Twitter: http://www.twitter.com/AHCnews
AHC Director

Mark Greene - 307-766-2474
AHC Associate  Director

Rick Ewig - 307-766-6385
Traveling Exhibits

Mary Ann Meyer - 307-766-2573
Business Hours

 M-F: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
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